Focusing the
Hammer
on the String

Laying the foundation for voicing
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WestPac, 2012



Elements:

Pinning

Travelling

Squaring hammers

Filing hammer crowns
Leveling strings

Mating hammers to strings



1. Firm pinning

 Reduces wobble and loss of force
* Firmness is more important than friction

* Friction may or may not correspond to
firmness

* Minimal removal of felt
« Maximum packing of felt
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2. Travel and square

 Travel ensures the hammer moves
directly to the string, reduces wobble

» Travel provides a foundation for
squaring

» Squaring balances the mass of the
hammer on the shank
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Leveling strings

» Efficient way to prepare for hammer
mating

» Having three strings in the same plane
IS more important than level per se

» Don't over bend strings
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String levels




String level by strut - narrow
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Mating hammers to strings

* The hammer must be pressed very
lightly to the string, as naturally as
possible

» Aim for a somewhat “wet” sound when
plucking, distinguishing between
degrees of wetness.
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